$IT IS THE CATY

MEMEBERS OF PARLIAMENT INSPEOT THE

MERRY CAT-"Q-NINE-TAILS,
From the London News, July 7.

On Saturday the members of Parliament who
sttended the day sittinz of the louse of Common#
were engared for some time In viewing the instru-
mentsused in the inflietion of eorporal punishment
in the Army, Navy, and her Majesty’s prisons. The
‘““cats " exhibited by order of the Ifome Secretary
and the Seevetary of State for War are four in num.

her, and weare exposad for inspection in an aleove
‘adjoining the cloak-room. The nleove was gnarded
by two policemen, who huad received strict orders to
wlmit none to the exhibition except members of
I'nrlinment, and this prohibition was extended to
members of the press who were not members of
the House. My, Callan, M., P, 1o reply
to whose question the exhibition wns pgrant-
ed, wus in frequent attendsnee, aund expluined
to vieht honorable and honorablo gentlomen, among
whom wereincluded occunants of the front beneheson
hoth sides of the House, the ehangos which, he nl-
leged, had been mnade in the deseriprions of thoe in-
strinnentys sinee they had been inspected by him in
the different Government ofiices, "The most forml-
duble weapon of the four on exhipition was un-
doubtedly the "marine cat,” whiel bove a deserip-
tive lnbel in the follosring terins : ** Nenlad pattern
ent-'o-nine-tails, approved by the First Lord of the Ad-
miralts, 7th December, 1877, Sirned, L1V, Rodney,
Deputy Adjutant-General.” The handle of the instru-
mentis 19 inches in length and from theeud depends
avory thick cord, wihich, at four inches distaneo from
the bhandle, is divided isto three sepusate
cords, and  theso nagnin  wro divided ench
into  three  tails, 14 ineches in lencth,
Each of these tails, whieh are of fine, hard whip.
cord, is knotted nine times, and therefore eapuble of
futlieting 81 lacerations at eaeh iuil stroke. The
formiduble charneter ol the * marine cat’ seemed to
ereate preat astonishment among the members who
fnspected it. The “ navy cat” was the next oljeet
of interest. Tt was broasht from her Majestv's
ship the Duko of Weliington, and indorsed,
S Nuvy ent, brought from the Duke of Wellington,
25th of June, 1879, her Majesty’s Doel-yard, Ports-
mouth.,” This instrument is formed of a handla
eovered In green baize, of 21 Inches in length, from
which depend nine lashes of thick cord, each 37
inches in tength. A label at one end of tho handle
was indorsad, ‘Never used,” Apother *navy
eat,” enlled the “‘approved cat,"” was also on
view, nnd Illkze the marine instrmment its handle Iy
14 inehes in tenzth, with lishes nine In number, and
anch 27 Inches lonz, nnd bove the inseription, *' Oat
approved for use on boara her Aajesty’s ships for
senmen and marines.” The lashesof the two **navy
eats’ are about the thlekness of an ordinary black
Tead peneil, and nre made of touzh cord. The only
other “cat’ exhibited was that used in her Majes-
ty's prisons, and is compnsed of a blaeck handle 19
inehes in length, with nine lashes, eaeh 37 inches in
leneth, made of whipeord, and énch hearingthree hard
Lnots, beine thus eapable of inflieting 27 Jncerations
at each full stroke. or anly one-third of those intliet-
ad by the "marine eat.” The Instruments were all
minutely inspeeted by tho members who visited the

aleove.
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